Cowlishaw Elementary
1212 Sanctuary Lane
Naperville, IL 60540
School: 630 -428-6100
Attendance: 630 -428-6114

PTA
Family Assembly
January 22nd

6:30 pm
in the gym!

Next PTA Meeting:
February 5th, 2009
7:30 PM

Mulit Purpose Room

No School!

Friday January 16
~Teacher Work Day

Monday January 19
~Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Day

Proudly brought to you by the PTA!

January 2009

A Message from Our Principal
Karen Sullivan

Happy new year to all of the Cowlishaw
community. Each new year seems to
hold promise and 2009 is no exception.
We hope all of you had a restful and
relaxing winter break. Even though it is
the beginning of a new calendar yeatr, it
is hard to believe that we will be ending
the second quarter on January 15". We
are looking forward to getting back into
our routine, beginning new units of study,
and planning exciting learning
opportunities for our students. We are
entering our most productive time of the
school year for teachers and students.
The second semester is often when we
see the most growth in learning with our
students.

This is also the time of year that we
spend more hours indoors due to our
Midwest winter climate. A great way to
spend that time is reading. Reading is

the foundation of a successful education.
Children improve this all important ability
by reading, reading, and reading some
more. According to The Parent Institute, a
recent survey revealed that more than half
of all students surveyed spend just four
minutes a day reading at home. Research
shows that children who spend as little as
30 minutes a day reading books,
magazines, and newspapers are more

l i kely to do better in
Cowlishaw is asking you to celebrate
reading in 2009. Mak e |

Resolution that you actually stick to
throughout the year

~Karen Sullivan, Principal

A Message from Our PTA President
Melissa Mullins

Happy New Year!

I hope everyone had time to relax and
enjoyed the winter break with their
families and friends. Wow, the weather
was somewhat wild, but I think it gave us
a fair mix of mild winter weather and
freezing cold.

As the New Year begins, the PTA is in full
swing getting ready for the many events
scheduled for the rest of this school year.
We will have a family assembly on
January 22", Grab your family and enjoy
a fun night of exploring the magic of
bubbles! We are in need of many

volunteers for upcoming events. Please
check the volunteer corner in this
newsletter for ways you can help. Lastly,
we are looking for anyone who is PTA
member that would like to serve on the
Nomi nating Committee f ol
board. If you are interested to volunteer
for this committee or have questions
about the committee, please contact
Carol Borowski at 630/637-0431.

Our next PTA meeting is scheduled for
February 5".

~Melissa Mullins, President
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A Message from our Student Services Coordinator
Mary Howicz

We continue to work on our COOL TOOLS that were
shared last month (Solving problems with words and
manners while keeping hands, feet and belongings

to self.) Before we went on Winter Break, the students
enjoyed a school-wide celebration for all their hard
work at earning THUMBS UP AWARDS.

We also reviewed with all the students our STOP-
WALK-TALK Bully Prevention Curriculum. We are
finding that the younger students are using it but
sometimes not always for the right reasons so we
focused on when to use STOP and when not to use
STOP. With our older students, we are finding they are
not using it as much as we would like so we focused on
making our signal more appropriate (not so much with
the hand signal; mor e

or AStop, thatdés not cool

ver bal

o) .

Please continue to talk about our Rules
of Thumb (Be Respectful, Be
Responsible, Be Ready and Be Safe)
each day as your child(ren) get ready
to come to school. We truly appreciate
your help and support.

~
(8"

Mary Howicz, Student Services Coordinator

of AStop, I dondt | ike

Attention Parents
of Incoming Kindergarteners

Believe it or not, we are beginning to plan for next
year 6s kindergarten cl ass
the neighborhood that will have an incoming
kindergartener in the fall of 2009, please ask them to
contact our office toward the end of January to be put
on a mailing list for information. Our kindergarten
parent preview night is set for Thursday, March 12".
There will be more information forthcoming in the
coming months.

Cowlishaw is extremely proud to say that we have three
teacI"Le Who were recentl ranteg certification by the

‘| Natiohall Bodr® & Pﬁé Qy d&l

the highest level of certification that can be attained by a
teacher.

Congratulations to Kathy Hillebrand
Cathy Kaplan , Reading Improvement Teacher, and
Melissa Eaton , English as a Second Language Teacher
for their wonderful accomplishment!

Congratulations!

t8sdidMal PebehifgSEk&rds EThis 8

, 2" grade teacher,

. Cowlishaw Events Calendar for January 2009
= January 5 School Resumes from Winter Break

- January 14  Grade 5 Robert Crown Field Trip Day

= January 15 End of 2nd Quarter

. January 16 No School, Teacher Work Day

= January 19  No School, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

« January 22  PTA Family Assembly 6:30 pm

- January 23 Report Cards go home

t hat
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PTA VOLUNTEER CORNER

STUDENT PUBLISHERS
e Student Publishers is an opportunity for our kindergarteners, first and second graders to publish their own
books. These events will take place in spring 2009.
e Meeting during school to edit the story with the child
e Type stories, which have been written by students (Done at home)
e Assemble the hardcover books (Done at home)

AS OUR COMMITTEE CHAIR FOR THIS EVENT HAS MOVED, WE NEED SOMEONE TO STEP UP TO
BE IN CHARGE OF THIS.

| would be interested in being the Student Publishers Chair.

In addition, each classroom in K, 1 & 2 needs  volunteers to make this event possible.
I would be interested in helping out at home with this event
I would be interested in helping out at school with this event

BACKYARD BASH

This is an exciting event that will be held in April 25, 2009. It is an event that will require many volunteers to run. The
responsibilities have been broken down in order to make each part more manageable. Please consider volunteering to
help make this event a success.

THIS DAY OF FUN WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT A CHAIRPERSON FOR THIS EVENT.

BackYard Bash Co _-Chair (2 People Needed)
e Work together with Co-Chairs of the carnival to coordinate this event
e Work with all the committee heads.

_ lwould be interested in being the BackYard Bash Chair.

PTA NOMINATING COMMITTEE

We are now forming the Cowlishaw PTA Nominating Committee. This committee is elected to recommend a slate of offi-
cers for the Cowlishaw PTA Executive Committee for 2009-2010 school year. If you have any questions please contact
Melissa Mulllins at 630/346-2647 or melisamullins@msn.com

| would to join the Cowlishaw PTA Nominating Committee.

Your Name: Phone Number:

Email Address:

Chil doés Gr ade: Teacher:

If you can help with any of these positions, please fill out this form at return to school via backpack mail. If you have any
guestions about these programs or other PTA volunteer opportunities, please contact Carol Borowski at 630/637-0431 or
carol.borowski@sbcglobal.net



mailto:melisamullins@msn.com
mailto:carol.borowski@sbcglobal.net
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PTA NEWS

PTA General Meeting Minutes 1 December 4, 2008
Officers present: Melissa Mullins, Olta Andoni, Carol Borowski, Kathy Rossman, Sharon Roque, Lisa Gangi

Principaldés Report
e There are three new nationally board certified teachers at Cowlishaw.
They are Catherine Kaplan, Kathryn Hillebrand and Melissa Eaton. Congratulations!
e There will no longer be a Too Good for Drugs program according to the Naperville Police Department.
e  Winter benchmark testing will begin in January.

Mi nutes and Tr e awancrapprodGed. Report s

Membership

e Currently 239 families are PTA members as well as 28 staff.

e Mrs. Woodds class won the ice cream party for being
IPPC

e Trained dogs sniffed for drugs at both high schools. No drugs were found.
e Looking into a fiYoung Hearts for Lifedo program which

Culverds Night
Di scussed having a Culverds night and donating the proceed
This would be a one time donation.

Health and Safety
Helping Hands info is coming soon.

Communications
o Directories are out and look great!! Thanks Sylvia Klewin.

e Decemberds newsletter is online today!
Social

e Winter party is 12/19. Need community service ideas.

e Halloween party made $1860

e Movie night went well although attendance was down.

e Staff dinner during conferences was a hit.

Ways and Means
e The fall fundraiser raised more than $9,000 for the school.
Thank you Becky Houlihan and Jackie Cuculich for heading up this large project.
¢ Manna has made $230 year to date. Considering offering it just once a month rather than twice.

Special Events 0 ig

e Family Bubble Night will be 1/22 at 6:30pm.
e Earth Balloon will be for 2-5th grades only probably in April. 09

e Working on another assembly for kindergarten and first grade.

Next meeting is February 5, 2009 at 7:30pm. Hope to see you there! ) ﬁ%
0

These minutes submitted by Kathy Rossman, PTA Secretary
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School News

Third Grade News

On December 15™ scientists from High Touch High
Tech came to visit Cowlis
discuss and explore with simple machines.
Cowlishawtés third grader s
activities that included making a lever that they used

to balance pennies. They made a level out of putty, a
drinking straw, and dyed water. The kids also created
their own screw using a carrot! For the finale, they
created a complex machine by putting together many
simple machines. When they were done they had
created é a crane. The t
students want to thank the Cowlishaw PTA for
sponsoring these scientists to come in. We appreciate
your support in helping extend our teaching by
sponsoring in-school field trips!
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